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prayer of the petitioners, though either petition cannot help [sic] but do
good, as they will have paved the way for a discussion of the subject
so soon as the Parliaments of the two Colonies meet under Responsible
Government.
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337. HOME RULE FOR INDIA

Mr. Parekh, the Vice-President of the Indian Home Rule Society,
delivered a speech at Newcastle in England to the effect that home rule
should be granted to India. He said that India should be given com-
plete independence and that Englishmen should leave the country. The
present policy was good for neither the rulers nor the ruled. That policy
sometimes vitiated the character of the persons going out to serve in India.
It is said that the administration of India is carried on under the direc-
tion and control of Parliament; but in reality the authority of Parliament
was so limited as to be almost negligible. Since Parliament had no time
to listen to the grievances of India's millions, the bureaucracy there
exercised its powers arbitrarily. If home rule was granted, the condition
of the people would certainly improve.

The reason why famines continually recur in India is not that there
is not enough grain in the country. Where there is scarcity of grain,
it is often confined only to particular parts of the country. The reason
for countrywide famines, however, is quite different. Grain there is, but
the people have not the means of buying it. India suffers from starvation
because there is dearth not of grain, but of purchasing power* The
Government there does not do its duty by its subjects; and the claim
that British rule promotes the common weal has become a sheer pretence
and mockery. In the name of justice and for the good of humanity,
India must be given home rule.

[From Gujarati]
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338. THE CHINESE CAN RETURN
The mine-owners in the Transvaal caused a furore over the notice
which the Government intends to put up regarding permission to the
Chinese to go back to their country. A public meeting was convened
at Boksburg on the 8th instant, and it was demanded of the Government
that they should not give the Chinese money to return home. Similar
resolutions were passed, at a meeting in the Market Square, by the Rand
Pioneers and the Krugersdorp Chamber of Commerce.
One mine-owner prevented a Goveiiiment official from putting up